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The head of UNESCO Mr Koichiro
Matsuura sent a second mission to
Iraq at the end June to investigate
the state of Iraq’s cultural heritage.
The first mission went to Iraq in the
middle of May to report on the dam-
age done to the heritage treasures
due to the looting that took place
after the recent war. The second mis-
sion was headed by Mr Mounir
Bouchenaki, the assistant to Mr
Matsuura and a team of eight interna-
tional experts from: Denmark,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Holland.
Islamic Tourism attended the press
conference of Mr Bouchenaki that he
held at the Meredian Hotel on his
return to Amman. Mr Bouchenaki
explained the aim of the mission,
which is to get an accurate picture of
what is the state of the
Iraqi heritage at the
moment, following the
looting. He mentioned
that the looting had been
a well-organized activity
carried out by a large
number of people who are
experts and knew what
they wanted. 
When he was asked about
the national library, which
housed more than a mil-
lion books, he said that
30% of the holding had
been destroyed, burned
or stolen. The number
might still increase, he
pointed out.
When Islamic Tourism asked about the way heritage sites
and museums were to be guarded, Mr Bouchenaki said
that the sites could be split into three classes: First: the
most important sites which are about 40 sites. These were
well guarded. Second: Sites that are now used as military
camps and bases and these are already guarded. But the
majority of the other sites, they are still not guarded at the
moment and the UNESCO is trying to provide salaries for
the officers guarding them so that they can carry out their
jobs, properly.
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Mr Mounir Bouchenaki the assistant for culture
affairs to the director general of UNESCO
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