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|Conference

The UNESCO takes measures
to rescue the cultural
heritage of Irag

Amman - Motaz Othman

The head of UNESCO Mr Koichiro
Matsuura sent a second mission to
Iraq at the end June to investigate
the state of Iraq’s cultural heritage.
The first mission went to Iraq in the
middle of May to report on the dam-
age done to the heritage treasures
due to the looting that took place
after the recent war. The second mis-
sion was headed by Mr Mounir
Bouchenaki, the assistant to Mr
Matsuura and a team of eight interna-
tional experts  from: Denmark,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Holland.

Islamic Tourism attended the press
conference of Mr Bouchenaki that he
held at the Meredian Hotel on his
return to Amman. Mr Bouchenaki
explained the aim of the mission,
which is to get an accurate picture of
what is the state of the

Iragi heritage at the -
moment, following the
looting. He mentioned
that the looting had been
a well-organized activity
carried out by a large
number of people who are
experts and knew what
they wanted.

When he was asked about
the national library, which
housed more than a mil-
lion books, he said that
30% of the holding had
been destroyed, burned

or stolen. The number
might still increase, he
pointed out.

When Islamic Tourism asked about the way heritage sites
and museums were to be guarded, Mr Bouchenaki said
that the sites could be split into three classes: First: the
most important sites which are about 40 sites. These were
well guarded. Second: Sites that are now used as military
camps and bases and these are already guarded. But the
majority of the other sites, they are still not guarded at the
moment and the UNESCO is trying to provide salaries for
the officers guarding them so that they can carry out their
jobs, properly. s

Mr Mounir Bouchenaki the assistant for culture
affairs to the director general of UNESCO

s

oyl LAY &I pomS 9SS 9]
2 1531 31yt
Olefie jhae - Olee

srig S ol 4 <

S VTP [ R
guigs 551 o8 ahall Sl asl shs arsy Mhgailo
Ghrall b sLatll whil gng saast 2003 (lers)
diey culSy axdpll llacll dlle ga poleslly
JL 20 - 15 e Ball b slady o)l 25 eI gl
lgwly ol apslidl e ) eoa sy ol (55ba)
9 aigald ploll ol selunn " 5lishigy e syanl
o0 Orbeyeo s sl duilald o dslatll (eh-il
Jaidgmg pLldly Ldlayly Lullly Lusiyég of)Lead)

o (92) oxlyn 5 ppley Laman [aha adoll sicg
dagll o mgsge amy plae 8 gl Gaid
2510 M) sl g g aili ]
agll pongl sl alibey sl )] czasly
by e Jyaadl gy &Ll daglloia o
wdgll b alall WAl g olSa¥) jady dns
cliloc ol popas Lag ol
o0 e Wby s oo gl
Lo sty 3hall gllio JS b gblsll
sl duieX] gy ndl 4y g
ciso s ally dygynl el 23Xl
Sl Sally adaly cogill wlilac
aSliey hie S peds Lgsl
b oo gl polsi¥l pa wlell
wlilee of S Ll LeS peos sac
s s bl Lgo pgis g il
0sSros aolgdl ¥ peish gl
Lgio plgll e

Libogll 2u<l e Jhaw le T
LS el e LgaaS sne gy 5
chsine o 730 ge 28T ol J
£eoMawX] aslodl Gl Jlguw oy sl drsaill oly s of 3o ol S5 25 4]
I @Sy o Lag 0¥ el eXly aslilly 45%1 polell dilo> &0dnS Jon
i dolgll géloll gl wcolina] &35 )] adloll muands oSe ail Blisbgy apanl]
Lgsibiy ol wlsd b o La) asladl g 7 2 Ladgo oyl oo glis Sally
Ay iy dySanc selysy ol SusoS Ll Josiws Lall galsll jaey g
b 285l o ralaall dvaill Lol Lgs sy e wlsd sps] Sy Lgslagasl pund
oralogall JUI 5895 Jolos onig yanld) cidoll 6 dosly> Lgale argy ¥g 4ulls
n gdloll 0in dlas b ogilirls: lpogid eguilyy lpnlan @l il

45

2003 ises — 07 sasl — dped¥l 2ol

—



