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ITEX 2007
Heralding prosperity in
Cambodian tourism
>Siem Reap (Cambodia)
Mounir El-Fishawy 

A t the opening ceremony, the Deputy
Prime Minister, Sok An, and the

Minister of Tourism, Thong Khon,
welcomed the participants, while
emphasizing the importance of tourism for
their government and outlining the plan for
the future. Both leaders insisted that their
government is convinced that tourism plays
a major role in the economic and social
development, and that it is an effective

means to combat poverty and
unemployment. This sector provided
250,000 jobs last year.
The two leaders proceeded thereafter to
tour the exhibition and its 120 stands
representing hotels, travel agencies,
airlines, and training institutions of
tourism and hotels in Cambodia, as well as
participants from ASEAN countries and
South Africa. However, we noticed the

absence of Arab countries. 
The exhibition has seen a huge participation
of tourism professionals from Cambodia
and neighbouring countries. Many contracts
were signed. The organizers invited guests
to a dinner and to visit the historic temples. 
At the end of this event, all participants
and visitors expressed their appreciation
and desire for the prosperity of tourism in
Cambodia.�

Since my arrival in Siem Reap, which hosted the “ITEX 2007” during the first
three days of October I felt that the city is living a rather unusual event, with
posters and flags of this exhibition filling the avenues, and employees of the
Ministry of Tourism busy ensuring the comfort of the participants.
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