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Fitur

Madrid - Motaz Othman

Tourism exhibitions are no longer held just to promote tourism. They also
promote culture and civilization, and attract investments, including tourism
investments. It is also an opportunity to improve relations between nations as
was the case at Fitur. The exhibition was opened by the King of Spain, who
visited several stands of countries which have excellent relations with Spain.

The king also visited most of the other stands.

he ministries of tourism in Central and

South America excelled this year and
transformed the hall allocated to them into a
real festival, which included recreational
activities, games and a variety of food.
All the Arab countries participated, except
Saudi Arabia and Irag. Syria had a distinguished
stand. The Jordanian stand was also
impressive. A press conference convened by
the active minister, Maha Al-Khatib, was
attended by more than 100 journalists.
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Our representative with Mrs. Bharamara
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Jordanian Stand

In the Asian section India’s stand was most
impressive.  In addition to the Ministry of
Tourism, which was represented by Mrs. S.
Bharamara, the Regional Director for India
Tourism in Europe, other participants included
the provinces of Kerala and Goa.

The Spanish stands were not too exciting in
their promotion. Instead of trying to entertain
visitors they relied on their niche market. On
the Malaga stand we were welcomed by
Christina and Madeleine, who provided us with
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a full vision of the importance of Malaga on the
tourist map. It is on the Mediterranean and is
considered the Spanish Rivera. We were told
about its beautiful nature, the mild climate and
the many festivals held there. The locals are
especially welcoming to Arab visitors.

Statistics show a substantial increase in the
number of trade visitors this year which
underlines the importance of this exhibition
described by some Spaniards as the biggest
global exhibition. |
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