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A Jordanian tourism delegation visited the states of Qatar, Kuwait and
the United Arab Emirates to market and promote tourism in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The delegation comprised a number
of large travel and tourism agents and representatives of hotels in
Jordan. During the visit, which lasted six days, the delegation held
meetings with their counterparts in the countries in question in order
to arrange visits for tourist groups to Jordan.

Mr Mazin al-Hmud, deputy general manager of the Jordanian
Tourism Activation Committee, told newspapers that the same dele-
gation had already visited Jeddah, Riyadh and Manama where
tourism workshops had been launched. He said these workshops
were a prominent achievement of the Tourism Activation Committee
whose objective was to serve Jordanian tourism and find job oppor-
tunities in this sector. He added that the committee is currently adopt-
ing various approaches to promoting tourism in Jordan, beginning
with organizing workshops within the Gulf states. These would be fol-
lowed by advertisement and media campaigns in the Gulf as well as
other campaigns which would be launched in the markets and shop-
ping centres of Gulf capitals, aiming mainly at citizens of these coun-
tries as well as expatriates.
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World Travel Agencies meet in
Tunisia to study Approaches to
activating Tourism

The 35th Annual Conference of the Travel Agencies Union was
held in February and involved 124 international organizations
who focused on three main issues: the crisis within the world’s
tourism sector, recession statistics recorded in the main markets
after September 11, available means to surmount the crisis and
reactivate the sector, and subsequent prospects for promoting
telecommunications.

Mr Mike Hanna, president of the Committee of the Travel Agencies
Union referred in his opening speech to the great difficulties faced by
travel agencies which were recently forced to make a large number
of their employees redundant. He forecast that the recession would
last until the end of the current year and appealed to the sector to
adapt to the new situation.
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The union, which was estab-
lished in 1966, aims to protect
the interests of travel companies.
It is composed of 114 commit-
tees as well as 121 affiliated
countries. Mr Biar Jano, chair-
man of the International
Association of Travel Agencies
(IATA), believes that the tourism
sector is being revived, maintain-
ing that there have been indica-
tions of this recently. He attrib-
utes such a revival to the strict
security arrangements at airports
which has helped to bring back
passenger confidence in aviation
safety following the attacks last
autumn on Washington DC and New York. Mr Jano anticipated that
the current recession would last six or seven months before tourism
would again regain its previous levels.
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