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The Egyptian Minister of Tourism, Dr Mamadouh Biltaji, announced
recently that Egypt has regained its tourism after a crisis in this sec-
tor resulting from the events of 11 September last year.
He said that the decline in tourism had reached nearly 54% by last
November, but began to pick up last December, with a 10% decline
to March this year.

The minister was cau-
tious, however, about
the effects of the situa-
tion in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories on
the tourism sector not
only in Egypt, but in the
region as a whole.
He reiterated that tourism
was the main source of
obtaining foreign currency
in Egypt, vital in support-
ing the country’s national
economy. US $ 4.3bn was
obtained in 2000 and 72
industries related to
tourism have been pro-
moted, along with returns
of EG 2.8bn (Egyptian
Guineas) which has bene-
fited the Egyptian
Treasury via taxes and
fees from the tourism sec-
tor. Mr Biltaji also pointed out that the tourism sector in Egypt employs
approximately 2.2 million people in addition to workers in other relat-
ed industries.
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