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Hotels and Tourism. His Royal
Highness King Muhammad VI opened
the Assembly with a speech in which
he assured participants that the strat-
egy of tourism in Morocco had adopt-
ed what he called "a civilized and
open perspective", which enabled it to
overcome the negative effects of the
attacks on the United States in
September 2001. In a special letter
addressed to participants of the
assembly and delivered on his behalf
by his advisor, Mr Muhammad
Mu'tasim, the King declared that
Morocco intended within the national
strategy to obtain its share from the
large anticipated influx of more than
one billion tourists across the world, a
quarter of whom were in the
Mediterranean alone.
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Meetings in Saudi Arabia

to draw up Framework for
Tourism Sector
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The Secretariat of the Tourism Board in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
organized a seminar to study the framework of the structure of the
tourism sector in the kingdom under His Highness Sultan bin Salman
bin Abdul Aziz, general-secretary of the board. A number of related
government and private sector representatives participated in the
seminar, among them the Amir Dr Abdul Aziz bin Ei'af al-Migrin,
trustee of Riyadh, the Amir Abdul Aziz bin Fahd bin Abdullah, chair-
man of the Tourism Committee in the Eastern Province, and Dr
Muhammad Binten, deputy minister of pilgrimage (Hajj).

The participants discussed the current situation regarding the frame-
work of tourism in the kingdom and the main obstacles facing tourist
activities and services, including the question of interference by
authorities supervising this sector and the means and options for
improving it. The general-secretary and supervisor of the Programme
for Planning and Strategy, Dr Salman bin Abdul Rahman al-Sidiri,
along with a group of experts and advisors in the Secretariat of the
Board of Tourism, articulated their proposal within the framework of a
national tourism plan.

The seminar was one of many specialist forums arranged by the
Board’s Secretariat as a component of the programme for interactive
partnership with the government and the private sector to compre-
hensively and thoroughly recognize the scientific and interactive prin-
ciples of promoting and developing the structure and arrangement of
national tourism in order to prepare a national tourism plan.
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Emirates Airline wins
“Most Distinctive”
Prize in Duty Free Sales

The magazine, Gulf - Africa Duty Free and Travel Retailing, nomi-
nated Emirates Airlines for a world class award, "Most Distinctive
Duty Free Market on an Airplane”, in the first annual prize cere-
mony held recently in Amman, Jordan.

Mr John Sime, manager of duty free markets at the airline,
exclaimed, "Winning this notable prize is unanimous evidence of
confidence in our programme of duty free sales on our flights,
especially from our counterparts in [this] sector. It also singles out
our staff and their success in introducing our service properly."
Duty free sales at Emirates Airlines were distinguished by their
variety and attractive forms of display, satisfying the anticipation
of passengers who are able to choose from 175 items at reason-
able prices. 25 different kinds of items are displayed every three
months. Some of the products, such as Roberto Baggio watches,
are exclusively designed for the airline.

The duty free market sales also include a choice from 50 perfumes
that are sold as gifts. These represent 36% of sales on flights to
Asia, according to Mr Simes.
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