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| Exhibitions

Great Success despite the
Shadow of War

The Fourth International Exhibition of Hajj and Umrah

Cairo-Mounir El-Fishawy

The Arab international com-
pany for organising exhibi-
tions and  conferences
opened the fourth interna-
tional annual exhibition of
Hajj and Umrah on 20th
March in Cairo. The event,
which was held in the vicini-
ty of Samir Amis, took place
amidst tight security, but this
did not prohibit interested
companies and individuals from taking part.

The event lasted four days and the exhibition stands were busy
throughout this period, particularly on 25th and 26th March when
it was moved to the Police Officers Club in Mansura. Later on, the
exhibition was held at another venue - the Hilton in Alexandria
(28th and 29th March) — and, by all accounts, continued to be a
resounding success with large numbers of people visiting the
exhibition, a credit to the organising company.

There were many conferences on the fringes of the main exhibi-
tion, with topics ranging from activating intra-Arab tourism, the
role of the media in supporting Hajj and Umrah, the role of Arab
diplomacy in Hajj and Umrah, and the use of modern technology
in Hajj and Umrah, as well as other important and relevant
themes. Despite the importance of these subjects, the debate in
all of the three venues centred on the hot topic of the new regu-
lations issued by the Saudi Ministry of Hajj. Egyptian tourism
companies said that the cost of Umrah had increased threefold
due to the new legislation, and that the Saudis had asked
Egyptian companies to provide insurance cover for each person
doing the Umrah. The Saudis argued that the new legislation was
simply "security measures" that had to be taken by the Saudi gov-
ernment. They insisted that this was applicable for every country,
not just Egypt. The latter constitutes 36% of pilgrims who perform
Umrah and Egyptians are threatening a temporary strike until the
new legislation is reviewed.

Optimists stated that such tensions were nothing new. In the past,
legislation unfavourable to Egypt had been issued by Saudi
authorities but that the situation was resolved through amicable
and mutual discussions, and it was feasible that such discussions
would happen now also.

On the fringe of the exhibitions and conferences some of the sup-
porters of the exhibition issued invitations for the participants to
enjoy some trips, parties and visits. The Arab company that organ-
ised the event invited participants to a dinner and handed out cer-
tificates of distinction. Islamic Tourism was honoured in this event.
Radio and television took great interest in Islamic Tourism and have
expressed appreciation at the important role the magazine plays in
the field of tourism in general and religious tourism in particular.=
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Visitors at the Islamic Tourism stand
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