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| Interview

Mr. Basharan Ulusoy, President
of the Association of Turkish
Travel Agency (TURSAB)

to Islamic Tourism:

Turkey is safe
and it has
great potential

Berlin - Motaz Othman ¥

e Could you tell us about the development of Turkish
tourism in recent years?

- Tourism in Turkey has made remarkable progress over the last
decade or so, though it has fluctuated at times due to external fac-
tors. Successive records, both in terms of number of arrivals and
tourism revenue, have continued over the recent years in spite of the
situation in the tourism and travel market following the September
11th crisis, economic stagnation and problems in our region. The
number of foreign arrivals in Turkey increased by 14 per-cent as
against the previous year and reached an annual total of 13,246,000
by the end of 2002, achieving, yet again, a new record.

 What is the situation now and how does the war in Iraq
affect tourism in Turkey?

- Turkey was not involved in the war. Nevertheless, security is always
considered to be a high priority by the authorities and every possible
precaution has been taken against any risk factors. All Turkish resorts
and tourist centres are as safe as any Western Mediterranean or
European destinations.

 What are the future prospects for the Turkish tourism?
- As you know, Turkey has a tremendous tourism potential of infinite
diversity. Tourism attractions and products are correspondingly
diverse and can appeal to any traveller or tourist from any part of the
world, whether they are seeking top quality products, special interest
tours, summer and winter holidaymakers, and those interested in city
tours, culture, nature based tourism, yachting, meetings and others.
We have a strong desire to further promote our relations with major
markets, as well as in our own region, in the Mediterranean, the
Middle East, the Black Sea area, in the Balkans, our neighbours, and
among countries throughout the world.

There is a consensus of opinion that Turkish tourism will continue to grow
at a rate well over the European and world average, as confirmed by
research findings, and future prospects do indeed seem promising. =

——

allzq

Sy Aunen (udy Saaslyl OLAL
(Clas) LSy 2 pacdll
ciaded 3 Lt

Lol g | LS )5
o Low OLOIS)
4.\.1Lbj Ac 9o

Olaie jiae-irsd s

s ¥ lgiand] 56 A Syall dmbossd] j9das e Lipasi of el Sy Jo o
oo wile Lgil ga aaledl azell J3s Losly Loias LS, oo asbowdl eyl -
olgiwl diwlid Lolg) clowg dimls Joloe oy Llol wllasll s,
oo spzaall 6 Sarwl sl guabledl rlowdl Jsg sae drsb ge dubleie
11 aey aslilly il Go 6 Bgaaiall Al o eyl Bas ¥l Syt
23%1 JSLially 39S,y Jo L/ pass
foarall Jruogy adbull diwll aylaa dilell 14 disy 55 LS5 ) cslo¥)

sy s @5, gag 2002 plell aylgiy 13,246,000 soisul]

omoaladl sacg Lisalni o 8 4l

S8 5 o6 doloasdf Lo §lrell o6 coyondl @31 oSy ¥ Al Lo
aag3gl 15 Lasls a¥l yainy Jim o @2l Lo copnl aia o eliis @) LSys -
o s 51 3 atlol clsl o1 1S ] s wllaluall il alle
ol e 6 aly SIS dival dpsliadl 3Shally &Sl Calanall IS o<

- Ligygly Iaswgiall Xl

A, Aslowl) dliataall ol Lo o
lged £ouill oo ;i< Lgudy 8pS dnliww duilSaf Lonic LS5 éyes LoS -
o drcss sgrl pa wlaite ggape oeidl pa flew @llell o g Bl o

Lopig cgsdl danlyg dedall of .aolatl]

Lidlaia o Uiy dpm )l dloan¥l Lolsde gulos) gugill digs dyé, Lase
b o ¥l ydl dalaig Jawo¥l gl hwgiall X sl dalsdl
el elosl 26LS 6 olaldl zag Liilyas olald) Jos

Jasall o pi$o i3St dvany gaill Jralgiw &, Spall asbowdl o glos] lin
o drliaiinall goally ol @l Jud 5o 3550 90 LaS allelly ugeX]
mdacly gaus daias]l

Islamic Tourism - Issue 06 - Spring 2003

84

4



