| Exhibitions

The First International

Exhibition for Tourism

and Travel

Damascus - Islamic Tourism

Damascus held lately a
tourism exhibition to pro-
mote tourism and travel,
with the participation of
many Arab and interna-
tional companies work-
ing within the fields of
tourism and tourism pro-
motion. The exhibition
had a remarkable num-
ber of visitors from
Damascus and was
accompanied by lec-
tures and conferences about tourism and tourism promotion, which were
enriched with ideas of how to develop tourism in Syria. Mr Yasin al-Kholy
referred to the rich heritage and antiquities of Syria, Mr Ahmad Ibrahim from
Egypt referred to the necessity of developing inter-Arab tourism. Mr Imad al-
Zhabi from Syria talked about the vital role of the exhibition in developing
tourism generally. Mr Salah Kharbutli spoke about tourism promotion in
Syria"ltis an integrated collective activity, executed according to well known
roles and principles. Promotion is a vital component of marketing and it is a
feature in its own right". Mr Mutaz al-Mufti called for government support for
tourism establishments and the lowering of taxes. He emphasised that
tourism does not mean exploitation and high prices but it must be marked
by generosity and hospitality which encourages tourist to come back and
gives us a positive image which in its turn raises the number of new tourist.
The exhibition was organised by al-Sariri Company and Saliha Company
between 28th -31st August, with the participation of fifty exhibitors repre-
senting a number of tourism organisation, airlines, and travel agencies.
Islamic Tourism’s participation is an indication of the importance of the
tourist market in Syria and an attempt to keep in touch with the people and
tourism activities. The exhibition was opened by the Deputy Minister of
Tourism in Syria, Mohannad Kalash, and with the presence of a large hum-
ber of invited guests and interested parties in the tourism sector. =

Mr. Mohannad Kalash visits Islamic Tourism stand.
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