The Sillk Road
Festival 20085

Damascus - Mounir El-Fishawy

s 1] i { ¥
3950 0 3 Tanll gy Ly el Lons

A meal at a Bedouin tent in Der Al-Zoor

Damascus, with its aura of the orient and historical glow
hosted the Silk Road Festival 2005 last month. A warm
welcome and generous hospitality was extended to
participants who visited Palmyra with its famous ancient
history, Der Al-Zoor and Aleppo.

Hundreds of invited guests, journalists and tourism professionals from
more than 50 countries, together with their Syrian friends, enjoyed the
activities of this marvelous annual event, with numerous art exhibitions,
plays, music festivals, sports competitions and trooping the colors (the
flags show) as well as the culinary festival.

Artistic groups from all over the world took part in most of the activities.
The opening show was a Syrian play, "Journey Through Time", which
narrated the history of the Silk Road, followed by a fireworks display,
which lit up the sky of Damascus.

A group from Belgium played in the opening and closing days (27th
and 30th September) of the festival in Damascus and Aleppo.
Indonesia, Turkey, Armenia and Jordan took part in the Traditional
Crafts Exhibition, which was accompanied by traditional Tunisian
music. The Market of Assaad Basha hosted the Arabic calligraphy
exhibition with participants from Syria, Algeria and other countries.
There was also a photo exhibition on the same site.

It was a surprise to see boats from the Euphrates at Der Al-Zoor. But we
realized that this display commemorates an old tradition of announcing
the arrival of silk caravans to Syria and that the Syrians competed to see
how quickly they could broadcast the news. =

A scene from the opening ceremony

wblygo

Suden RSV i (o agdie

lgio mgrasls @ 2 Sy wlys JS5 2005 plell o) goyls olayge

Jad oyl Glael g Lajgin dylin lins juSes Lol Laybl o
Al ¥ a8, 3801 A Sl ol slig ) s @F gpdl

giaisd silly 2005 alall 13 iyl 5yl plopge plasdl oo,k oo 1ia olS
dlgs ywas o 4SI o dxbiwdl gsf]_xcg u—g.g.AlLC! 00 grocall wlis als
cgly silly @l sl ployell 1ia ellles pueall cgilol zo
by Sl 2¥1 el solowdl Gidl gl sl go Lo adlass¥l allse
el gliatadls duliorll salilly auisll palell o waell duliag
wbloygo L oMo pMe¥T wlinh ot wly ay ol Tl e Lol wlly aviall
allleall elveo b dpis¥ly duyall Joudl oo apnell Shlis sdg w¥a Sl
e il ol litasll sgill ags ab plie¥l Jis LSy & Sall
g0 8,51 clad colS @ ool e bl gols B S silly "oyl
JLaia¥l gogn o gives slass wslunl Ll &)Ll LLel¥]

s ¥Lizs] aliles Mgl o badl 4, Sl "5l sLol.2" 48,40 olS,s
YT palietad Lgshi JMs o (12005 /09 /305 27) alidly lzs]
LSy Losigad] o JS Sl LS sl Lo cilog guives jinae
Bl A oS Ladl pas s dpaLasll wleliall pipao o oYy Livo)ls
Al g e gty mgio JS daldl il elelball peis
bl ggiad pojleo pgddl dyagad) Goan LAk szl gl agdy sl
sl gy 90 HIASy Lesptg il dly dyjgn o polollas [gud L el
o0 wlesana ploygll wldles Jodss of Ghasll po olS 2ad sl sl o
bl Ll o) U say La durSly yosll oy lyall g Lo dsliwlly coylgall
S dyygn Gl ol Bolgd Jomgs potesll gluX el o Labagb ool
s lgic PN-C;X| dawl \?Q oyl deaall sggell 99 092y5tl olS

75 www.islamictourism.com s s Ga3 ge 15,55 «abMe¥ 5 @lSEad) sl LAY e w3all 2005 / J5¥ G5 — B 55 20 suad) — Lea Do dalol



